LEARNING OBJECTIVES

Although the three essential elements of all learning objectives are a statement of who (the learner), how (the action verb), and what (the content), other authors have suggested additional components that may be useful in clarifying further what learners are to know, do, or feel.

The Learner
Action Verb
Content

The participant will be able to
To detect
When the new equipment is not operating at 80percent efficiency

The trainee will be able to
To demonstrate
Effective and efficient use of parts 1 and 2 of the newly installed word-processing program

The learner will be able to
To describe
Five appropriate methods for teaching adult students with learning disabilities

The learner will be able to
To express
Her attitudes and feelings about working with diverse populations


In developing learning objectives, people sometimes have difficulty coming up with a variety of action words that fit each category of learning outcome.  To assist staff in this task, a sampling of such words is given below (Rothwell and Kazanas, 1992; Tracey, 1992):

Acquisition of Knowledge
Enhancement of Thinking Skills
Development of Psychomotor Skills
Changes in Attitudes, Values and/or Feelings

To identify
To reflect
To demonstrate
To challenge

To list
To compare
To produce
To defend

To define
To contrast
To assemble
To judge

To describe
To catalogue
To adjust
To question

To state
To classify
To install
To accept

To prepare
To evaluate
To operate
To adopt

To recall
To forecast
To detect
To advocate

To express
To formulate
To locate
To bargain

To categorize
To investigate
To isolate
To cooperate

To chart
To modify
To arrange
To endorse

To rank
To organize
To build
To justify

To distinguish
To plan
To conduct
To persuade

To explain
To research
To check
To resolve

To outline
To study
To manipulate
To select

To inform
To translate
To fix
To dispute

To label
To differentiate
To lay out
To approve

To specify
To analyze
To perform
To choose

To tell
To compute
To sort
To feel


To devise
To construct
To care


To review
To draw
To express




To reflect

