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Ophthalmology: Where We Are and Where We’re Going….
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46 respondents
A.  PLEASE CIRCLE A RESPONSE TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:
1)  How did you first hear about this program?

a)  Fax notice (5)
b)  Colleague (6)
c)  Postcard  (4)

d) Brochure (9)
e)  VSO Website (0)
f)  VSO Newsletter (28)

g)  Other  Northern VA Academy of Ophthalmology, Annual attendance (6)
Respondents may have made more than one selection
2)  How long have you been in clinical practice?

a)  Student (0)

b)  Resident Physician (0)
c)  1-4 years (2)  d)  5-9 years (4)


e)  10-14 years (6)

f)  15-19 years (17)        g)  20 years or longer (17)

Average range: 15 – 19 years
3)  What is your clinical specialty? 

a)  Cornea/Refractive (6)
b)  Cataract/External Diseases (2)
c) Retina (4)
d)  Neuro-ophthalmology (0)
e)  Plastics (1)
f)  Glaucoma (5)
g) General  Ophthalmology (32)
h) Other, please specify  Refractive, cataracts (1)
Some respondents reported more than one specialty:
Cornea/Refractive & General  (1)

Cornea/refractive & Cataract/Ext. Disease (1)

Cataract/Ext. Disease & Glaucoma (1)
Retina & General (1)
Cornea/Refractive & General (1)

4)  How is most of your practice reimbursed?

a)  Fee for service (29)

b)  Managed Care (13)

c)  Other, please specify (5) 
Fee for service, Medicare, Hospital based, Federal Government; Combination of a & b
No reponse = 2

Total reponses doesn’t equal total number of respondents because respondent may have chosen more than one answer to this question. There were also two that didn’t answer this question.

B.  PLEASE WRITE ANSWERS TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:             
Upon completion of the conference participants will be able to:
· Demonstrate an understanding of complications of ophthalmic disease and surgery

· Discuss the principles of management of ophthalmic complications

· List advances in diabetic disease management and diabetic therapy

· Describe advances in the specialty areas of glaucoma, anterior segment surgery, neuro-ophthalmology, oculoplastics, medical ophthalmology, and diseases of the retina

· Offer best practices in practice management and front office concerns

1) Did this program succeed in meeting its educational objectives?  YES: 44
NO: 1

No response: 1
Please explain: ​

1. Good general update; High caliber, wide ranging speakers, broad areas of general interest

2. Wide variety of useful topics and updates; Excellent guest speakers, timely topics (2 remarks)

3. Good representation by subspecialties; Met objectives of program except for diabetic topics

4. Discussed future advances

2) As a result of attending this course, will you make any changes in your practice?    a)  YES (27)
b)  NO  (14)
Five (5) did not respond to this question
If yes, what will you do differently? 

· Consider botox

· Not ever use Array IOL

· Look for RAP

· Think of myasthenia gravis, use sutures to fixate PC IOLs

· Explore new technology and techniques

· Check self-sealing wounds carefully

· Consider using Restasis

· Wide variety of useful topics and updates

· Visual fields on all migraine patients

· Purchase more equipment 

· I would be more aggressive with ocular hypertension patients

· Handling of anterior segment cases

· Pachymetry for glaucoma patients

· Some changes in phaco technique for difficult cases

· Visual fields with migraine patients

· Modify surgical techniques

· Expand Botox usage; evaluate migraine with visual field exams (automated perimetry); increase usage of Restasis

· Explore adding DLEK to my practice

· Modification in surgical techniques

· Consider CAR, MAR, AARON Syndromes in unexplained visual loss

· Consider SLT use

· Botox for lower face

· CAR

· Dacryoplasty/possibly Botox

· Will look into thermage, fat removal in blepharoplasty and suture fat over rim of orbit; also may look into SLT

3) Please list two major areas of knowledge and skills that you feel practitioners must address in the next few years?

· Aging; Vision changes w/aging; ARMD
· Alzheimers vision changes

· Application of new technology; integration of multiple clinical trial results in practice; incorporating technology into practice
· Assessment; better diagnosis; OCT/HRT/GDX

· Careful observation of Medicare and insurance regulations; More coding issues; Advanced IOL reimbursement; Cuts in reimbursements  but increased demands

· Compliance and documentation issues
· Medical economics; Contracts, business management, liability issues
· Driving

· Efficiency – “most bang for the buck.”; Efficiency of practice; Ethics of practice

· Glaucoma: diagnostics, therapy optimization, risk assessment; interpreting pachymetry; progression; prevention; Outcomes of optic field analyzers and their prospective place in the field of glaucoma and better comparisons; neuroprotection; nerve fiber analysis
· IOL Technology, IOL calculations after LASIK/PRK; Accomodating IOLs; new IOLs
· Meaningful discussion of endophthalmitis prophylaxis

· Newest surgical techniques in cataract and corneal transplant surgery

· Optometric intruding in procedures-scope of practice; Relationship with optometrists

· Prebyopia, Presbyopic sx

· “Refractive” cataract surgery; Refractive results from cat sx

· Sleep apnea, glaucoma, other diseases; Diabetic retinopathy; Macular degeneration; Ocular tumors
· Understanding the limits and expectations of wavefront

4) Please list at least one reason you chose to attend this educational activity __________________________________

· CME

· Convenient time (spring) and location – within driving distance; Convenient, good venue (Westfields); close to home
· Excellent faculty presenters; Excellent program; Excellent speakers and diverse topics; Breadth of lectures was huge; Program has improved; Good value
· Incorporate updated info into my practice

· Interaction with other physicians; Seeing fellow ophthalmologists

· OMIC course

· Support efforts of the state society; Wanted to see what VSO would do collectively concerning optometry laws
· Talk to vendors

· Tech program offered at the same facility

· To keep stimulated about the advances within the specialty; General update; Interested in oculoplastics; Update knowledge base in ophthalmology topics outside of my specialty; Interest in where we are

5) Please give us any suggestions you have for topics to be presented at next year's conference:

Coding issues
Accommodative IOLs; Phakic IOLs

Continue to have updates in cataract, glaucoma, retinal oculoplastic, conv? Surgeries

ECP for glaucoma, microphaco?

Electronic medical records

Evaluations of orbital disease

Glaucoma and uveitis; Glaucoma med/surg.

Variety of latest topics in all specialties of ophthalmology 
IOL calculations post LASIK

Lid skin cancers – sebaceous cell, basal cell, melanomas

More depth on advanced blepharoplasty techniques

More DLEK deep lamellar keratoplast

More glaucoma info – current trends

More intralase

More on fillers in depth; Plastics

Neuro ophthalmology – more general topics

OCT interpretations

Presbyopia – science and basic background

Visual field interpretations

6) Did you perceive any bias toward commercial supporters of the activity? 21   No;  11 Yes, if so, what bias did you perceive? (14 either didn’t answer or reported no bias). Alcon bias on Dr. Gayton’s talk;  One of speakers was reviewing IOLs and concentrated only on Alcon and Allergan IOLs – no mention of STAAR IOLs

C.
Please rate each of the presentations. Please circle the appropriate number.  

Each presentation should be rated 1 through 5, WITH 5 BEING THE HIGHEST RATING.  
TOPIC: Usefulness of Presentation; 
SPEAKER: Presentation Skills



Friday, April 2, 2004 - Lectures
Cornea/Refractive Session, moderated by Garth Stevens, Jr., MD

AAO Medicare Update


Dr. Bill Rich

Topic: 3.89 out of 5; Speaker: 3.46

Deep & Anterior Lamellar Keratoplasty
Dr. Mark Terry

Topic: 3.71; Speaker 3.61


Wavefront Technology


Dr. Barrie Soloway
Topic: 3. 37
Speaker: 3.22


Intralase 



Dr. Vivek Jain

Topic: 3.09
Speaker: 2.80

Presbyopia Surgery
    

Dr. Barrie Soloway   
Topic: 3.59
Speaker: 3.52
Ophthalmology 2004


Dr. Allan Jensen
Topic: 3.43
Speaker: 3.24    

Cataract & External Disease Session, moderated by John Essepian, III, MD

Advances in Phacoemulsification

Dr. Walter Stark

Topic: 4.07
Speaker: 3.78
Prophylaxis for Anterior Segment. Surgery
 Dr. Peter McDonnell
Topic: 3.91
Speaker: 3.5
Advances in IOL Technology

 
Dr. Johnny Gayton
Topic: 3.63
Speaker: 3.83
Complicated Anterior Segment Surgery

 Dr. Walter Stark
Topic: 4.15
Speaker: 2.76
Surgical Tech/Risk of Endophthalmitis

 Dr. John Essepian
Topic: 3.13
Speaker: 3.75
Advances in Dry Eye Therapy


 Dr. Peter McDonnell
Topic: 4.04
Speaker: 3.15
Retina Session, moderated by Sam Mansour, MD

Advances in Vitreoretinal Diagnostics

Dr. George Sanborn
Topic: 3.39
Speaker: 3.70
Advances of Choroidal Neovascular. Treat
 Dr.Neil Bressler
Topic: 3.80
Speaker: 3.26 
Intraocular Drug for Post. Seg. Diseases

Dr. Glenn Jaffe

Topic: 3.52
Speaker: 2.78
Genetic Therapies Mgt of Retinal Disease 
Dr. Stephen Schwartz
Topic: 2.80
Speaker: 2.78
Cell, Tissue Transplantation for Retinal Degen.
Dr. Lucian Del Priore
Topic: 2.87
Speaker: 1.13
Major Retinal Disease Mgt. - Next Decade 
Dr. James Tiedeman
Topic: 3.52
Speaker: 3.17
Primary Intra-retinal Neovasc-AMD

Dr.Bert Glaser

Topic: 3.26
Speaker: 3.17
Neuro-ophthalmology & Medical Ophthalmology  Session, moderated by Pam Chavis, MD

"CAR, MAR & ARRON Syndromes

Dr. John Keltner
Topic: 3.07
Speaker: 2.89
Migraine and the ophthalmologist

Dr. Barrett Katz

Topic: 3.22
Speaker: 3.13
Ten Year Follow-up on LONS data

Dr. John Keltner
Topic: 3.0
Speaker: 2.87
Mitochondria: the cellular engine & disease
Dr. Steven A Newman
Topic: 2.80
Speaker: 3.0
Myasthenia gravis and the ophthalmologist
Dr. Preston C. Calvert
Topic: 3.04
Speaker: 2.89
Bilateral Optic Nerve Drusen & Recurrent Occl
Dr. Greg Lewis
Topic: 2.41
Speaker: 2.35
Update on the Cosmetic Uses of Botox

Dr. Michael Kane
Topic: 2.66
Speaker: 2.5
Saturday, April 3, 2004- Lectures
Oculoplastics Session, moderated by Kevin Scott, MD
Advances in Lower Lid Blepharoplasty


Dr. Paul Gavaris
Topic: 3.20
Speaker: 2.76
Thermage-Radiofrequency Facial Tightening
Dr. Kevin Scott. 

Topic: 3.26
Speaker: 2.89
Update on Balloon Dacryoplasty


Dr. Charissa Wong
Topic: 3.20
Speaker: 2.61
Ophthalmology's Federal Affairs Agenda

Cathy Cohen

Topic: 3.15
Speaker: 2.80
Facial fillers – Is It Time to Start Using Them?
Dr. Tina West

Topic:  3.02
Speaker: 2.76
Virginia’s Legislative Concerns


Cal Whitehead

Topic: 3.17
Speaker: 2.59
Glaucoma Session, moderated by Robert Allen, MD

Optic Nerve Imaging: Present and Future
Dr. Robert Fechtner
Topic: 3.69
Speaker: 3.28
SLT

Dr. Arthur Schwartz 
Topic: 3.5

Speaker: 3.15
Penetrating & non-pen. filtration surgery

Dr. Garry Condon
Topic: 3.28
Speaker: 3.0
Topical anesthesia in glaucoma surgery

Dr. Frank Cotter

Topic: 2.89
Speaker: 2.61
Anterior and posterior drainage tube surgery
Dr. Bruce Prum 

Topic: 3.02
Speaker: 2.78
Bleb revision and secondary IOL implantation
Dr. Garry Condon
Topic: 2.98
Speaker: 2.96
The Future of Glaucoma


Dr. Robert Fechtner
Topic: 3.20
Speaker: 2.93
Glaucoma in African-Americans 


Dr. Eydie Miller 

Topic: 2.89
Speaker: 2.59
D.
Please write any comments, suggestions, improvements, etc., that you may have concerning the conference format, facilities, faculty or staff.  
· Audio visual – need two sets; AV first day – 1st slide when speaker called; Need AV technician on hand at all times

· Secure consistent A-V support from facility; Poor audiovisual – delays; Presenters need to bring their presentation on CD – not on a laptop. The laptop being used must have the most recent version of windows and powerpoint.

· I would strongly recommend hiring a legitimate computer/AV technical expert and be in the auditorium during the entire conference, starting well before time for the meeting to start.

· Excellent faculty; Speakers are outstanding; No excuse for absence of handouts by some speakers; Dr. Soloway spoke too long; Dr. Terry’s presentations were interesting, but not personally useful except for referral purposes; The Intralase speaker speaks too fast; 
· Start on time and finish on time!;  We ran out of time – no time for panel discussion; Define speakers’ presentation times when assigned and make them respect those time frames!; We need to reinstate the green/amber/red light system at the podium to keep the speakers on time and enforce it. Speakers need to stay within allotted time; Cut long lecturers off
· First day was overscheduled – needed fewer speakers for the same amount of time; Use fewer speakers with more time for detailed talks; Schedule didn’t include enough time for questions and answers, visiting exhibits; We need to make more time for participants to visit exhibitors’ booths; Give time to the vendors; Vendors want doctors close at hand

· Provide places to sit and eat No place to eat – need large tables for vendors to eat with doctors; Name tags should be in larger print and include physicians’ practices. 
· Facilities were excellent! Wonderful hotel! Will come back here with family!  DC great venue – this helps with attendance

· Poor parking; Too cold (as usual) – every meeting room on the planet is too cold

· Consider having a Saturday closing reception from 4:00pm –6pm and then free afterwards
